
 

 

Right from the start, I was hoping you would be thinking about the game Battleship, since the 
title "Hit and Sunk" is a common phrase used in the game itself. Another common phrase (or 
group of phrases) used in the game is alphanumeric coordinates, which players use to guess 
where their opponent has hidden their pieces on the grid-shaped seas. Well, I gave you 6 theme 
entries that each contained their own alphanumeric coordinates. You should've known 
exactly which entries to look at since I gave you numbers in parentheses following those clues. 
Each one of the theme entries included a phonetic letter and number - sometimes they were 
spelled out properly, sometimes they weren't, but in each case, you always had the sounds to 
go off. SEE TO THE DOOR contains the letter C (from SEE) and the number 2 (from TO). 
EFFECTIVE DATES contains F (from EFF) and 8 from (ATE), and so on. Once you had all the 
coordinates, you could line up letters on the vertical axes and numbers across the horizontal 
axes and pick out the corresponding squares from the grid. Using the letters from those squares 
- in the order of the parenthetical numbers in the clues - spelled out MAYDAY, a very 
appropriate 6 letter word, and our answer.  


