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[ a six-letter word

The best starting place in last week's meta was the clue for 55-Down: "Like some cards that
force a change in a "crazy" game (and some similar squares in this grid)". The answer was
WILD. Anytime you see a clue that references the entire grid like that, that's an excellent place
to start for the meta! The "crazy" game referenced was Crazy Eights, and famously the 8s are
wild (they force someone to play a new suit, | believe). Since the clue mentioned the squares
from the grid were similar to the wild cards in Crazy Eights, that was your clue to look at the
squares that had the number 8 in them, and then change the letter that was originally used
there (i.e. make them wild). Hopefully you all realized that in each of the squares with 8, there
was only one other possibility that resulted in valid words for both the across and down entries,
and those new letters in grid order spelled JOKERS, which is indeed a 6-letter word, and a quite
fitting answer for a puzzle about wild cards. Thanks again to Tamara for an awesome visual
explanation:



