How did | think most folks would go about solving this? First, as always, | figured you'd
ask "What are the theme entries?" Well, there were no obvious long across entries, so
that makes things tricky. However, there was a subtle hint at clue 69-A: [Part of a
hurricane where lightning can be found]. Since the title was "Struck by Lightning" and
this clue is for the last across entry (a common place for hints) it should have seemed
like this was on the right track.

So, where to go from there? There were 7 first names in the grid that had been used as
the names of hurricanes. And each one of those names had the letter |, which must've
been what the aforementioned clue was referring to.

Lastly, one other observation was needed. The black squares in the middle puzzle
resembled a lightning bolt. Using that lightning bolt as a template, you could put it just
below each of the I's in the hurricane names and follow it to another letter in the grid.
Those resulting letters spelled out THUNDER, anii 7-word answer to this meta.
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That's the completed grid, but to get the full experience, | highly recommend you check out the
video that Tamara made to go along with it: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zAxcp-YuNt8
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